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Beja is not that small. It has a history of 

thousands of years. There is much to 

reveal. Only people were missing to find 

out. 

 

WELCOME!  
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MILLENNIAL CITY 

 

Beja is a city with immense history, having been inhabited by several peoples for thousands of 

years, due to its strategic location. It is believed that the city was founded in 400 B.C. by the Celts. 

In the 3th and 2th centuries B.C., with the Roman conquest, the city became part of the Roman 

Empire, to which it belonged for more than 600 years, first in the province of Later Hispania and 

later in the province of Lusitania, being called Pax Julia, and the Latin language generalized. At 

that time, the first Jews settled in the city. This city, which became one of the largest in the 

territory, housed one of the four chancelleries of Lusitania, created in the days of Augustus, 

founder of the Roman empire. 

For 300 years, it became part of Visigoth Hispania after the fall of the Roman Empire, making it 

the seat of bishopric. In the 5th century A.C., after a brief period in which the headquarters of 

the Alans, the Suevi seized the city, succeeding them Visigoths, passing the city to be calling Paca. 

At that time in the city, with important sculptural and architectural elements of its own style, 

basilicas and churches destroyed in the Islamic period, a medium-sized hospital similar to that of 

Mérida was built, one of the first in the world (not yet archaeological prospecting). 

From the year 714 to 1162 (12th century), during more than 400 years, it diminished its 

importance, and was under the possession of the Arabs, first under the Caliphate of Cordova and 

later under dominion of the Abadidas of the Kingdom Taifa of Seville, that changed the name for 

Baja (there is another city with this name in Tunisia), a phonetic change of Paca (the Arabic 

language does not have the "p" sound). Here was born Al-Mutamid, famous poet-king who 

dedicated many of his works to the love of maidens and also to young men. 

In the year 1162 the Christians, under the command of Afonso Henriques (first King of Portugal), 

definitively reconquered the city. It received the charter in 1524 and was elevated to the city in 

1517. 

Beja was the birthplace of the remarkable family of Renaissance educators and humanists, 

including Diogo de Gouveia (1471 - 1557), professor of Francisco Xavier and advisor to the kings 

Manuel I and João III of Portugal and André de Gouveia (1497 - 1548), humanist, rector of the 

University of Paris and founder of the Royal College of Arts and Humanities in Coimbra. 
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Created by King of Portugal Afonso V, in 1453, the title of Duke of Beja was attributed to the 

second son, until the institution of the House of the Infantado, in 1654, by King João IV, having it 

as a base. 

The city remained small in the following centuries, being very destroyed during the French 

Invasions between 1807 and 1811. 

From the twentieth century noticed a certain economic development, such as the construction 

of schools, such as the new Liceu (1937), the new hospital (1970), schools of higher education, as 

well as new facilities of State and commercial builds. 

In the twenty-first century, small companies started to appear in the hotel, restaurants and 

agriculture sectors, becoming the headquarters of public companies, such as EDIA (Development 

Company and Infrastructure of Alqueva, SA) and Beja Airport (after reconversion of Air Base No. 

11). In addition, the city grows to house new residents, with the construction of new houses, 

streets and neighbourhoods, with a population of 35,854 inhabitants. 

 

 MAP OF BEJA: 

(The blue points indicate the "Main tourist attractions") 
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MAIN TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 

 

Castle of Beja 

 

The Castle of Beja, it is a medieval castle, arranged in pentagonal plant, flanked by six towers, 

including the Keep. The construction of the castle and the wall was due to the royal initiative of 

Afonso III (King of Portugal from 1249 until his death in 1279) attributes the city charter, which 

includes the reconstruction of the fortification system of the city. The walled fence that 

surrounded the city was reinforced by 40 towers and torn by 7 gates. Throughout the city, you 

can see some of these entries, such as Avis doors, Moura doors or Évora doors, next to the castle. 

The majestic Keep, with about 40 meters high, can be seen kilometers away from the city of 

Beja. It is considered one of the most beautiful towers of the Iberian Peninsula, in which the 

warlike and artistic character converge in a singular way. Of quadrangular plan, it is composed of 

three floors. To go to its top, it is necessary to climb the 183 steps. 

The Governor's House, is located inside the 

castle grounds, results of different interventions 

over several centuries. It is believed that its 

original construction originated in the 15th 

century, by order of João II was ordered to build 

a Palace to receive the Afonso on his 

honeymoon.

 SCHEDULE: 

Every day: 

08:00 a.m. ς 6:00 p.m. 

 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/Castelo+de+Beja/@38.0174,-7.8676554,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0xd1a748422a39999:0x3e462a2401c78209!8m2!3d38.0174!4d-7.8654667
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Cathedral 

 

The Cathedral, also called the Church of Santiago Maior or Beja Cathedral, it is one of 

the oldest churches of Beja. The mannerist style temple was inaugurated in 1590 after 

being commissioned by Archbishop Teotónio de Bragança. The interior is richly 

decorated, highlighting the altarpiece of the main chapel in gilded carving by the Lisbon 

master Manuel João da Fonseca, dating from 1696-97, the polychrome altarpieces of 

the side chapels and the painting of the altar of Saint Joseph Attributed to André 

Reinoso, the first baroque painter of Portugal. In the chapel dedicated to Nossa Senhora 

da Conceição, it is possible to observe a set of blue and white tiles panels from the 16th 

century. 

The bishop of Beja, José Patrocínio Dias, asked the Holy See to elevate the Church of 

Santiago Maior to the Cathedral of Beja. Between 1932 and 1937 restoration works 

were carried out, in which the mannerist and baroque components were valued, and 

the treasure of the Cathedral was enriched with pieces of sacred art from extinguished 

convents of Lisbon, deposits of the War Ministry, the Palace Real das Necessidades 

(Lisbon) and the Paço Ducal (Vila Viçosa). 

In 2015, after restoration, it was reopened to the public. 

 SCHEDULE:  

Every day: 

08:00 a.m. ς 6:00 p.m. 

 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/S%C3%A9+de+Beja/@38.0174,-7.8676554,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0xd1a748422a39999:0x3e462a2401c78209!2sCastelo+de+Beja!8m2!3d38.0174!4d-7.8654667!3m4!1s0x0:0xff7a581a02b26fba!8m2!3d38.0168975!4d-7.8646593
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Pharmacy Museum 

 

The Pharmacy Museum is in the old city hospital, named the Hospital Grande de Nossa 

Senhora da Piedade or Hospital da Misericórdia, and was built in 1490 by King Manuel I. 

In this space, you can see old hospital furniture, medical instruments, bottles with the 

names of the reagents and utensils to produce the drugs, anatomy images, among other 

objects and instruments needed to care for patients. It's small, but worth the visit. This 

place is the responsibility of the Santa Casa da Misericórdia de Beja.

 SCHEDULE: 

Every day: 9:00 a.m. ς 1:00 p.m. / 2:00 
p.m. ς 6:00 p.m. 

 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/Museu+da+Farm%C3%A1cia/@38.0166906,-7.8680795,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0xd1a74841d05e6bd:0xbd81ab4feb54226f!8m2!3d38.0166906!4d-7.8658908
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Church of Nossa Senhora and Episcopal Museum 

 

The Church of Nossa Senhora was built in 1672. Outsiders looking has no idea of the 

beauty of its interior, featuring a white and simple facade, as all the churches of the 

region. But upon entering, the church is wonderful. 

In the interior, the chapel is topped by a dome, the walls are decorated with tiles of the 

18th century and large screens with frames in baroque carving, as well as the body of 

the church, whose ceiling is frescoed. 

The Episcopal Museum, which is inside the church, you can see paintings, jewellery and 

sacred art. Both spaces are patrimony of the Diocese of Beja. 

 SCHEDULE: 

Wednesday to Sunday: 10:00 a.m. ς
12:30 p.m. / 2:30 p.m.  ς 6:00 p.m. 

Closed: Monday and Tuesday. 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/Igreja+de+Nossa+Senhora+dos+Prazeres/@38.0155235,-7.8685194,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0xd1a7486b72f854b:0xb09d89f70334228a!8m2!3d38.0155235!4d-7.8663307
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Beja Regional Museum ς Museu Rainha Dona Leonor 

 

The place where today is the Beja Regional Museum, also called άQueen Leonor 

Museumέ, was once a convent, founded in 1459 by Infants Fernando and Brites, parents 

of King Manuel. It was from this place that the famous portuguese nun, Mariana 

Alcoforado, wrote the five letters of love to Marquis Noel Bouton de Chamilly, a French 

official. 

In 1927, the museum was created in the old convent, receiving several collections of 

other convents and palaces of the city, such as paintings, images, jewels and religious 

objects. 

Over time, its wealth has been enriched, providing a rich heritage of Gothic, Manueline 

and Baroque art, revealed in architecture, goldsmith, tiles, painting, statuary and 

carving. 

At the entrance of the museum, we have the church of the old convent. When walking, 

you can see the gorgeous paintings of Portuguese, Spanish and Dutch masters, which 

includes a beautiful Ecce Homo of the 15th century and religious cult objects as well as 

the Hall of the Chapter Room of the Coats and the beautiful Cloister. 

Among the collection of the museum, it is worth highlighting the section of archaeology, 

centered essentially on the Roman period in the region (Alentejo). 

 SCHEDULE: 

Tuesday to Sunday: 9:30 
a.m.  ς 12:30 p.m. / 2:00 
p.m. ς 5h15 p.m. 

Closed: Monday and 
holidays.  

 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/Museu+Regional+de+Beja+-+Museu+Rainha+D.+Leonor/@38.0155235,-7.8685194,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0xd1a7486b72f854b:0xb09d89f70334228a!2sIgreja+de+Nossa+Senhora+dos+Prazeres!8m2!3d38.0155235!4d-7.8663307!3m4!1s0x0:0xdc7fe59c017285dd!8m2!3d38.0139253!4d-7.8629346
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Museological Nucleus of Rua do Sembrano 

 

The Museological Nucleus of Rua do Sembrano includes a number of archaeological 

finds ranging from Prehistory to the Contemporary Age. The oldest elements point to an 

occupation of the city dating back to the Copper Age (3000 B.C.), and the theory that it 

already existed in the area where Beja, an important urban settlement before the 

Roman presence. 

Archaeological finds can be observed through a glass floor structure, enabling an 

impressive historical reading. It is also possible to observe some structures of the Roman 

period. 

In addition to this component, the Nucleus also includes an exhibition of a permanent 

nature, in which objects extracted from the excavations carried out on the site can be 

observed, covering all periods from the Iron Age to the Contemporary Period and 

temporary exhibitions related to the archaeology and historical heritage of the region.

 SCHEDULE: 

Wednesday to Sunday: 9:30 a.m. ς 
12:30 p.m. / 2:00 p.m. ς 6:00 p.m. 

Closed: Monday and holidays. 

 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/Nucleo+Museologico+Da+Rua+Do+Sembrano/@38.0155235,-7.8685194,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0xd1a7486b72f854b:0xb09d89f70334228a!2sIgreja+de+Nossa+Senhora+dos+Prazeres!8m2!3d38.0155235!4d-7.8663307!3m4!1s0x0:0xfe0ed76e3129dda1!8m2!3d38.0134308!4d-7.8639029
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Coffee and Pastry Luiz da Rocha 

 

The Café e Pastelaria Luiz da Rocha, located in "Portas de Mértola", is a unique and cozy 

space that provides the city of Beja a nice meeting, leisure, communication and 

relaxation, keeping alive the spirit and the atmosphere of the classic coffees. The 

excellence and quality of its cakes and pastries have been in the company for more than 

120 years. Do not go to this unique space, it's like going to Lisbon and not going through 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άPastéis de BelémέΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŎŀƪŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ 

to an old coffee shop full of history. 

You can also go to the Restaurant, which is located on the 1st floor where you can enjoy 

typical regional food.

 SCHEDULE: 

Coffee/Pastry: 

Monday to Saturday: 

8:00 a.m. ς 11:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 

08:00 a.m. ς 8:00 p.m. 

 

Restaurant: 

Monday to Saturday: 

12:00 p.m. ς 3:30 p.m.  

7:00 p.m. ς 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 

12:00 p.m. ς 15:30 p.m. 

 

 LOCATION:  

Open in Google Maps 

 

 

  

https://www.google.pt/maps/place/Luiz+da+Rocha/@38.0127085,-7.8648018,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0xd1a7487eb2069f5:0x1d647afd9ac34061!8m2!3d38.0127085!4d-7.8626131







